Built to Last: Lego and the Gospel

Introduction

Imagine being given a massive box of Lego. Hundreds of pieces. Big ones, tiny
ones, bright colours, strange looking pieces that you have absolutely no idea what
they’re for.

You might look at it and think, “How on earth am | supposed to make something out
of all this?”

But then you start following the instructions...Slowly, the pieces begin to fit together,
and after a while, you can see what you’re building.

Sometimes life can feel a bit like that!

We have good days, bad days, friendships, family, dreams, mistakes,
disappointments and things we simply don’t understand. Sometimes it can feel like
we’re holding a pile of random pieces and wondering how any of it is supposed to fit
together.

There can be times when life feels really difficult. You might struggle with anxiety,
depression, loneliness or feeling like you’re not good enough. You might look at
everyone around you and think they have everything figured out while you're just
trying to get through the day.

But God sees something we can’t always see.
He sees the whole picture.

God created us, loves us and wants us to know Him. Even though sin has damaged
our relationship with Him, God didn’t leave us to figure everything out on our own. He
sent Jesus... best news ever!

1. God Is the Designer

When you build a Lego set, there is a designer who knows exactly what the finished
model is supposed to look like... The same is true of us.

Psalm 139:14 says:
“| praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made.”

You are not an accident. You are not a mistake. God created you intentionally, knows
you completely and loves you.

It can be so easy to compare ourselves with other people.

Maybe someone seems more confident than you. Maybe they’re more popular, more
talented, more attractive or seem to have their life completely together.



But a Lego wheel isn’t supposed to be a Lego window!... They’re different because
they’re designed for different purposes.

You don’t have to be someone else to have value.
You are you, and God made you that way for a reason.

When you’re struggling with feel down or feeling like you’re not good enough, it can
be incredibly hard to believe that you have value. Your feelings can tell you that
you're useless, unwanted or a burden.

But your feelings don’t change what God says about you.

You are loved. You matter. You are wonderfully made.

2. Sin Breaks the Build

If you've ever built Lego, you'll know that things don’t always go to plan.

Pieces get lost. Things get broken. Sometimes you realise you've put something
together wrong and have to take half of it apart. Sometimes you stand on the Lego
and that REALLY hurts... OUCH!

The Bible tells us that something similar has happened with humanity.
Romans 3:23 says:
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

Sin is anything that goes against God’s ways. It can look like lying, selfishness,
jealousy, hatred, pride or putting ourselves before God.

None of us can say we’ve got everything right.
We’re all broken in different ways.

And sometimes we try to fix ourselves. We think if we can just become better, work
harder or hide the things we’re struggling with, everything will be okay.

But we can'’t fix our relationship with God by ourselves.
That’s why we need Jesus.

3. Jesus Is the One Who Fixes What Is Broken

This is where the Gospel gets really good.

God didn'’t look at our brokenness and walk away.

He came towards us.

John 3:16 says:

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”



God sent Jesus.

Jesus lived the perfect life we couldn’t live. He died on the cross for our sins and
rose again three days later.

The cross shows us just how far God’s love is willing to go.

Think about a Lego model that has been completely smashed apart. You might look
at it and think, “There’s no way I'm fixing that.”

But God doesn’t look at our broken lives and say, “You'’re too far gone.”
He says, “I love you, and | want to restore you.”
That doesn’t mean following Jesus makes every problem disappear.

Christians can still experience depression. We can still feel lonely, overwhelmed,
confused and exhausted. We can still have days where getting out of bed feels like a
massive achievement.

Having faith doesn’t mean pretending you’re okay when you’re not.
Sometimes trusting God looks like saying:

“Jesus, | don’'t understand this. | don’t feel okay. But I’'m going to put this in your
hands.”

And it's okay to ask for help too. Talking to a trusted friend, youth leader, parent,
doctor or counsellor isn’t a lack of faith.

God can work through people as well as prayer.
4. Every Piece Matters

If you’ve ever built a complicated Lego set, you’ll know that some pieces seem
completely insignificant.

There might be a tiny piece hidden inside the model that nobody will ever see.
But take it away, and something might not work properly.

The same is true of the Church.

1 Corinthians 12:27 says:

“‘Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”

You might sometimes feel invisible. You might think things like:

“I'm not good enough.”

“‘Nobody notices me.”

“l don’t have anything to offer.”



But God doesn’t see you that way.

You matter to God.

And you have something to offer other people too.

You don’t have to stand on a stage, lead worship or preach a sermon.
You can listen to someone who’s having a bad day.

You can sit with someone who's lonely.

You can send someone a message when you know they’re struggling.
You can make someone laugh.

You can pray for someone.

Sometimes the smallest things can make the biggest difference.

5. Don’t Try to Build Your Life Without God

Imagine throwing away the Lego instructions and saying, “I'll just do this my own

way.
You might build something pretty impressive.

Or you might end up with a complete mess.

Sometimes we do the same thing with our lives.

We think:

“I'll do whatever | want.”

‘I don’t need God.”

“I'll figure everything out myself.”

But Jesus invites us to trust Him.

Proverbs 3:5-6 says:

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.”
Following Jesus doesn’t mean life suddenly becomes easy.

It means we don’t have to face life alone.

There will be things we don’t understand.

There will be prayers that don’t seem to get answered.

There will be days when we feel lost.

But God sees the parts of the picture that we can't.



We might only see a few pieces. God sees the whole thing.

6. Jesus Wants to Build Something New in You

Being a Christian isn’t about pretending you've got your life completely sorted.
It's about allowing Jesus to work in you.

2 Corinthians 5:17 says:

“If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is
here!”

When we put our faith in Jesus, He begins changing us from the inside.
That doesn’t mean we’ll never mess up again.

It doesn’t mean we’ll never struggle.

And it certainly doesn’t mean we’ll never have difficult days.

It means our mistakes and our struggles don’t get the final word.

Jesus offers forgiveness.

Jesus offers hope.

Jesus offers a new identity.

Your worst day doesn’t define you.

Your mistakes don’t define you.

Your depression doesn’t define you.

Jesus does.

So, What Is the Gospel?

The Gospel is the good news about what God has done for us through Jesus.

God created you.
You are intentionally made, deeply loved and valuable to Him.

Sin broke our relationship with God.
Every one of us has fallen short.

Jesus came to rescue us.
He died on the cross for our sins and rose again.

Jesus offers forgiveness and new life.
We don’t have to earn God’s love by being perfect. We receive His grace through
faith in Jesus.



You have a place in God’s story.
Even if you feel like a tiny piece, you are not insignificant.

A Challenge

Take a moment and imagine a pile of Lego pieces.
Some pieces represent things you’re proud of.
Some represent mistakes you’'ve made.

Some represent your family.

Some represent your friendships.

Some represent your future.

Some represent things you're struggling with.

Maybe some represent depression, loneliness or things you’ve never told anyone
about.

Now imagine putting all of those pieces into God’s hands.

You might not know how they’re going to fit together.

You might not even understand why some of the pieces are there.
But God does.

You don’t have to have your whole life figured out today.

You don’t have to pretend you’re okay when you’re not.

You don’t have to carry everything by yourself.

You can bring the whole lot to Jesus.

Final Thought

A Lego model isn’t made from one giant piece.

It's made from hundreds of small pieces that come together to create something
bigger.

Your life might feel like a random pile of pieces right now.
Maybe some things make sense.

Maybe some don't.

Maybe you’re in a really good season.

Maybe you’re struggling just to get through the week.

Whatever your life looks like right now, God isn’t finished with you.



You are still being built.
And you don’t have to build alone.
Jesus is the foundation.

When we put our lives in His hands, we can trust that even when we can'’t see the
whole picture, He can.

God bless,

Laura

You can contact Laura at laura@fenlandschurch.co.uk



