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The term "son", in the Bible, relates to rights of inheritance. Girls could inherit but only if there was 

no son.  The idea of Inheritance is, first of all, linked with the portion of land that was given to each 

Israeli family when Joshua brought Israel into Canaan and possessed it.  The Law allowed a childless 

marriage to adopt a son and grant him  the full rights of "sonship".  We should note that the tribe of 

Levi did not receive an inheritance of land but lived among all the tribes as their spiritual servants. 

The remarkable thing for Christians is that the Father has an Only Begotten Son yet He is adopting 

sons and including them in the inheritance.  The status of a son includes a standard of life and 

devotion to the Father.  We who believe have received this adoption through the Holy Spirit.  This 

goes beyond mere physical ideas to a spiritual, eternal connection through a new birth, and a new 

language which recognizes God as "ABBA, Father". 

Joshua 14:13 NIV  Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his 

inheritance. 

Caleb is a great example of godly energy and faith.  He aimed for the best in the land for an 

inheritance and then gave the best of that to God.  He did not view inheritance as a foregone 

conclusion but was active in obtaining it.  The New Testament teaches us that the way we live on 

earth has an effect on our inheritance. 

 

Numbers 36:8 NIV  Every daughter who inherits land in any Israelite tribe must marry someone in 

her father's tribal clan, so that every Israelite will possess the inheritance of their ancestors. 

All Christians are God's priests (or Levites) and we are all called "sons".  In the world the status of 

women has been, and is in many societies, demeaning.  In Israel, women were respected and shared 

honour and leadership with men [see Joshua 17:3,4].  There was understanding that men and 

women were created for different, complementary roles.  True happiness lies in respecting those 

roles and enjoying being co-equals in the purposes of God. 

 

Joshua 13:14 NIV  But to the tribe of Levi he gave no inheritance, since the food offerings 

presented to the LORD, the God of Israel, are their inheritance, as he promised them. 

The priests and Levites relied on God for everything.  They had no earthly connection.  They 

foreshadow the spiritual people of God who look to an eternal possession in glory.  Like Jesus, the 

Only Begotten of the Father, they are in the world but do not belong to it. 



 

Ephesians 1:14 NIV  who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those 

who are God's possession—to the praise of his glory. 

So, through repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we have an eternal, personal 

connection with God as Father, through the Holy Spirit.  In fact we belong to God - we are His 

inheritance or possession. We are adopted into His family. Inheritance as a spiritual idea has several 

applications. 

 

Romans 8:17 NIV  Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, 

if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

There is a cost to being adopted children of God.  There is an element of struggle and suffering.  We 

have a spiritual sensitivity that means we suffer when others suffer.  We weep when others weep.  

The important thing is to keep in mind that Jesus will share all that He has won with us.  We are co-

inheritors.  This seems to relate to our willingness to share in what Jesus experienced from the 

world. 

 

Romans 8:15 NIV  The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 

rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, 

Father." 

The relationship between how we live now and the quality of our inheritance might cause fear.  Fear 

that one might not receive anything and end up in Gehenna (hell).  The teaching of the New 

Testament makes a clear distinction between who we are in Christ and the reward we are promised 

based on how we have lived for God.  We ought to be working out our salvation - not in fear of being 

lost, but in concern about honouring God and receiving a reward that we can then present back to 

Jesus (like Caleb).  We are not slaves to irrational fear and superstition but God's sons who can call 

out "Abba, Father!" 

 

John 3:16 NIV  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

The love of God flows through the gift of His Son.  There is no other Way, no other Name.  Our 

inheritance as adopted sons is sure because it belongs to Jesus and He happily shares everything 

with us.   


